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Active travel initiatives, wheeling, walking and cycling, are funded by the Scottish

Government as part of climate change policy to achieve net zero by 2050. £35 Million was
allocated for grants for safer routes alone across Scotland in 2024/2025. (1)

However, plans for cycle routes between Aberdeen and Westhills were cancelled, in part
due to complaints from the public due to lack of parking.

So, why spend this money on cycle routes when sections of the public would rather have
parking spaces?

‘An act of self harm’: Plans to wipe out
parking spaces for Aberdeen west end
bus lanes, cycle paths and ‘puzzling’

i roundabout AXED (2)

West - 13
Yo e e P Pl
., - ML e TN )
T G
") WA i

- oun
-

Y s Main Route (Section 1)

L] == Main Route (Section 2)
Parallel Route A
Paralle! Route B




- WHY SPEND MONEY
ON CYCLE ROUTES IN ABERDEEN/SHIRE? -

As an Investment with

To Reduce Barriers To Increase
Monetary Returns Participation
Co-benefit of physical activity by active Top reasons for not cycling to

Frequency of cycling

travel from 2025-2050 (5) work across Scotland (4) reported across Scotland (4)
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Survey of Aberdeen population in 2023 revealed (3)

% age of sample %

Aberdeen City Aberdeenshire

transport

47% 44% 27%

would like to cycle more would like more funding for do not cycle but would
cycling like to
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A

Physical activity is one of 11 socio-economic factors whose monetary value
has been estimated by UK co-benefits atlas.

This is assuming implementation of the recommendations of Climate Change

Commitee in its 7th budget.

Sum of all co-benefits

Aberdeen City - £507.8 million

sum

physical activity

air quality
congestion
dampness
diet change
excess cold
excess heat
hassle costs
noise

road repairs
road safety

Aberdeenshire - £738.9 million

Predicted value of co-benefis, over 25 years from 2025 - 2050
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